DHIYAB AND ALAN

had a hook attached, and this he launched skilfully to catch
in the chain-armour of his opponent, whom Alan would
drag from the saddle and slay.

The Bani Hillal took counsel together and they said,
"As Bu Zaid will not fight this foe there is only one other
who can, that is Dhiyab bin Ghanim." So Dhiyab was sent
for and he came. And Dhiyab took three garments and
boiled them so that they were reduced to pulp and these he
donned instead of chain-armour. Then he filled the ears
of his mare with mud so that she should not hear the
neighing of Alan's horse. And now the field of combat was
ready; it lay before the fort of Zenaiti and was fronted by a
deep moat which Alan, after he had slaughtered a foe, must
jump to enter the fort.

The two warriors came on from opposite ends. And as
they approached the centre suddenly Alan's horse neighed,
whereupon Dhiyab cunningly turned his mare back upon
Bani Hillal and retreated in order to draw his adversary
away from the fort, Alan pursued hotly and when he came
within striking distance hurled his hook. It caught lightly
in the outer mantle of Dhiyab but instead of unseating him,
merely tore a piece of the outer garment away; again Alan
threw his hook, only to catch in Dhiyab's second garment,
and then a third time with no better success. Alan was now
discomfited and himself turned to retire with Dhiyab racing
after him. And when Alan's horse arrived at the edge of
the moat it neighed as was its wont, but Dhiyab's mare, not
hearing it, leapt the moat immediately after it and so
Dhiyab came up with Alan at the entrance to Zenaiti's fort.
Here Alan, who was arrayed in a suit of chain-armour, so
that only his eyes appeared, turned his head to see where his
adversary was, and as he did so Dhiyab launched his spear
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